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On a point of policy  

 

On February 1, 2016, the World Health Organisation 

declared the spread of the Zika virus by the Aedes     

Aegypti mosquito to be a global public health     

emergency. The Jamaican government subsequently 

activated a multi-sector response, led by the Ministry 

of Health to tackle the possible outbreak of the virus.   

The Ministry of Health notes that the Aedes Aegypti 

life cycle is closely associated with human activities 

as it breeds in relatively clean and clear settled water.  

 

Community Participation, Necessary for  

Eradication 

To eliminate or eradicate breeding sites, behavioural 

adjustment is deemed necessary. To effect change, 

community participation is required on a consistent 

basis, as prevention and control is the main             

sustainable and cost effective strategy in dealing with 

the spread of the Zika Virus.  

 

It has been reported that ñIndividuals and             

communities taking action will see up to 85%-90% 

reduction in the Aedes Aegypti population.ò The   

government considers this as a national emergency 

and is working closely with regional agencies such as 

the Pan American Health Organisation and the World 

Health Organisation which together activated a   strat-

egy called Enhancing National Capacity to     Re-

spond to Zika Virus Epidemic in the Americas. In   

addition, the Caribbean Public Health Agency 

(CARPHA) and the Caribbean Tourism Organisation 

(CTO) have taken organised action.  

 

The National Security Policy 2013 indicates that 

health issues are usually regarded as Tier 4 (Low   

priority threat requiring occasional review) but due to 

the heightened risks associated with the Zika    Virus, 

it may now be regarded as a Tier 1 threat (top priority 

requiring active response). 

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION  
ESSENTIAL TO GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO ZIKA VIRUS  



2 

Page 2 Volume 2 Issue 1  

The consultationôs report said, ñThere is no 

part of the national or commercial sector, 

which is not secured by private security. The 

private security industry and the government 

must develop and implement a policy that our 

international partners will appreciate.ò   

 

The consultation featured a panel discussion 

with private sector and public sector security 

officials who noted that the national security 

framework can be supported by the private 

security sector.  

In a Security Connect interview with Assis-

tant Commissioner of Police (ACP) Devon 

Watkis of the  Counter Terrorism and Orga-

nized Crime Investigations Branch (C - TOC), 

said that the JCF has two current and existing 

memoranda of understanding with JSIS, which 

he said, controls 80% of the approximately 

twenty five thousand licensed security guards 

in Jamaica. ñIt would be safe to say we are in 

the process of refreshing the relationships in a 

tripartite sense,ò Mr Watkis said referring to 

discussions among the JCF, JSIS and the 

PSRA. 

Contd on page 3 

Public / Private Alliance for 

NATIONAL  
SECURITY  
 
Aspects of security services between the public sector and 

the private sector support complex security issues bring-

ing greater efficiencies into national security to achieve a  

society that is secure, cohesive and just.   

This is the focus of ongoing discussions among represent-

atives from the Jamaica Society for Industrial Security 

(JSIS) representing the private sector and public sector 

security agencies, chiefly the Jamaica Constabulary Force 

(JCF), with the support of the Private Security Regulatory 

Authority (PSRA). The PSRA regulates private sector se-

curity companies, directors and officers. 

Matters related to this topic were addressed at the June 

2015 PSRA consultation in Kingston under the theme The 

Private Security Services Role on Supporting National 

Security.  

 

SEAMLESS PUBLIC/ PRIVATE COOPERATION 

Military vehicles being scanned at the Kingston Container Terminal (KCT) . Security personnel at the KCT and other 

border control points are civilians who are certified industrial security officers, licensed by the Private Security          

Regulations Authority (PSRA) . January 2016,  JDF Photo. 
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C-TOC enabling more effective    

collaboration with international law 

enforcement partners 

Speaking at the Caribbean Policy Re-

search Institute (CaPRI) on January 26 

in Kingston, the Commissioner of Po-

lice informed that the JCF Counter-

terrorism and Organised Crime Investi-

gation Branch (C-TOC) had participat-

ed in a regional law enforcement fu-

sion centre that checked through, ana-

lysed and rolled out real time intelli-

gence items to operational troops. 

The Commissioner highlighted that C-

TOC was established in January 2015 

as a response to perceived threat from 

terrorism and the Islamic State (ISIS).  

In January 2016, outgoing head of the 

US Southern Command said that an 

estimated 100 Caribbean nationals had 

joined ISIS, and indicated that when 

they returned as experienced fighters, 

the home nations would not have the 

legal infrastructure and tracking capa-

bilities to counteract their actions. 

 

New Health Threat H1N1 

The latest health threat to Jamaica is 

the H1N1 virus, which in February the 

Ministry of Health upgraded as a      

category 1 illness.  

Acting Chief Medical Officer, Dr  

Winston De La Haye has advised that 

there is a greater chance of recovery 

with early detection. 

Contd from page 2 
 
Member of JSIS, and President of ASIS International - Jamaica, Cap-
tain Basil Bewry, in an interview with Security Connect gave an 
overview of the foundations on which  additional agreements would 
have to rest. 
 
Captain Bewry said, ñAmong the protocols recommended are those 
that will ensure that the public is getting value for money, the ability 
to transfer certain risks to the private sector, a planned schedule of 
events, a thorough due diligence process and a comprehensive multi-
audience communications plan. These protocols will shape the terms 
and condition of a signed contract between the public and private sec-
tor proponents before any work is started.ò  
 
Professor of Sustainable Development, UWI, Anthony Clayton, who 

also spoke at the consultation, identified the need to reform the regu-

latory framework governing policing, as security guards are not sworn 

officers. Expanding the idea of partnership, Professor Clayton cited 

USA and UK experiences where issues of efficiency have driven the 

expansion of private security services into areas that were previously 

considered to be core public security responsibilities. The areas for 

private expansion include the management of correctional centres; the 

contracting of private investigators for civil matters; court case man-

agement, forensic medical services and offender tagging. He also not-

ed that in the Caribbean the demand for more security guard services 

is what accounts for growth in the private security industry. 
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COMMUNITY -BASED POLICING  

Key to a coherent anti -gang strategy  
 

 

A New Approach National Security 

Policy for Jamaica 2013 highlights 

Community based policing as an  

action point for non-organised crime. 

This is seen as a tactic that can    

support conflict resolution in the 

community while eliminating the 

social support and influence of local 

gangs. 

On operation, community policing 

has police personnel assigned to par-

ticular community so that they     

become familiar with local residents 

and get involved in solving local 

problems. The police are therefore 

closer to where they are most     

needed, which in turn helps to build 

citizen confidence, deter criminal 

activities and create the environment 

for the orderly development of  communities. The policy notes that community policing should be supported 

by improved spatial planning, regulation and building control; this is in order to prevent illegal settlements, 

and to remove abandoned buildings and other defensible spaces in which gangs can operate. 

March 7-18 

Financial Investigation 

 

April 4-15  

Advanced Narcotics Investigation 

April 25– May 6  

Cybercrimes Investigation  

 

May 9—20  

Technical Financial Investigation  
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CARIBBEAN REGIONAL DRUG  

LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING CENTRE 


